My Poetry Packet
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They say that carrots are good for your eyes,
They swear that they improve your sight,
But I'm seein’ worse than I did last night—
You think maybe I ain't usin’ ‘em right?
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― Shel Silverstein, Carrots

Over the lilies there that wave
And weep above a nameless grave!
They wave: -- from out their fragrant tops
Eternal dews come down in drops. 
They weep: -- from off their delicate stems
Perennial tears descend in gems.

― Edgar Allan Poe, The Valley of Unrest


Name___________________________________________
· Poetry is one of the four major genres or categories of literature.  The four major genres are: fiction, non-fiction, poetry, and drama.

· Writing poetry is the ultimate exercise in descriptive writing and word choice.


· Poetry allows you to:

· Play with figurative language

· Express feelings

· Explore ideas

· Discover the extraordinary in the ordinary things around us

· In the end, poetry should make you feel and think


· To be a poet, you must loosen your brain and see the world around you differently.  You must look beyond the literal and embrace figurative language.


· In addition, realize that good observation leads to good writing.


· The skills you will learn in this unit do not apply to poetry alone.  You can use descriptive or figurative language when writing: persuasive pieces, expository pieces, narrative pieces, music lyrics, plays, or anything else that can emerge when you put pen to paper.


· During this unit, we will move from poems that require specific structures to free verse, which has no set pattern at all.


· You will write at least five poems, analyze poetry, and create a poetry portfolio.

Poem #1 – The Synonym Poem

The Process:
1. Pick a word – any word.

2. Write that word in capital letters on the first line.

3. Find three to five synonyms in a thesaurus.

4. Write the synonyms on the second line.

5. On the third line, write a descriptive phrase about the word.

6. The last two lines of the poem should rhyme.

Examples:


LOVE






MUSIC

Attachment, warmth, adore



Melody, tune, song, beat

Love is pure, down to the core.
         

You just can’t help but tap your feet


By Kimiko, Grade 10




By Sarah, Grade 7

SORRY

Regretful, sympathetic, deplorable

What I said made me feel horrible.

By David, Grade 7


Now you try it:
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________

Poem #2 – The Diamonte
Parts of Speech Review:

Noun - A person place or thing
Example: Boy, animal, school, book

Adjective - Describes a noun

Example: Smart, wild, boring, orange

Verb - Action word
Example: Study, run, fly, yawn

Adverb - Describes a verb

Example: quickly, slowly, carefully, loudly 

Example of a Diamonte:

jungle

abundant, soggy

growing, stretching, living

vegetation, overgrowth, void, wasteland

decaying, drying, dying

hot, desolate

desert
________________
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______________
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        adjective
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  -ing verb
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________________

Opposite of subject in line 1

________________
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______________
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        adjective
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______________          
______________
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  -ing verb

                      -ing verb

_____________        _____________        _____________        _____________              
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                           noun


   noun


   noun

______________              
______________          
______________

           -ing verb
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                      -ing verb
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______________
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________________

Opposite of subject in line 2

Poem #3 – Cinquain
The Process:

Line 1. One subject / noun

Line 2. Two adjectives

Line 3. Three verbs

Line 4. Four-word phrases, statement, or feeling

Line 5. Repeated subject or one synonym


Examples:


Sun







Money

Bright, beautiful





Joyful, exciting

Shines, covers, blinds




Spending, shopping, saving

Always embraces with warm



Yo necesito mucho dinero

Star







Money


By Kaylee, Grade 7




By Carly, Grade 7

Now you try it:
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
Poem #4 – Haiku
The Process:

Line 1. 5 syllables

Line 2. 7 syllables

Line 3. 5 syllables


Examples:


A dream is a wish





Water dishes on

It is found deep in your heart



The sandy, darkening beach,

It’s a miracle.





And over my toes.


By Amanda Riley, Grade 7



By Kendall Teare, Grade 7

It comes out after





I am very scared.

All the rain has fallen down.



The time of truth is coming.

Rainbow is its name.




Report cards are near.


By Charli, Grade 7




By Ileana, Grade 7

Now you try it:
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________

Poem #5 – The Limerick Poem

A light and humorous poem.  Limericks are usually silly and don’t make any sense.

The Process:

1. A (Lines 1,2, and 5 all rhyme)

2. A (Lines 1,2, and 5 all rhyme)

3. B (Lines 3 and 4 both rhyme)

4. B (Lines 3 and 4 both rhyme)

5. A (Lines 1,2, and 5 all rhyme)

Examples:


There once was a fellow named Tim


There once was an ape in a zoo
whose dad never taught him to swim. 

who looked out the bars and saw you!
He fell off a dock 





Do you think it’s fair
and sunk like a rock.




To give poor apes a scare?
And that was the end of him



I think it’s a mean thing to do.


By Shannon, Grade 7



By Peter, Grade 7


Now you try it:
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________


Poem #6 – Using Personification and Sensory Observations
The Process:

1. Study the object in detail, using the sense of sight.  Look at it closely.  Study every inch of it.

2. After observing your object for several minutes, brainstorm any words, thoughts, or phrases that come to mind.  Don’t stop to edit your words now.  Just list everything you can to describe the object in detail using your sense of sight.

3. When you are done brainstorming, go through your list of words and decide which ones BEST describe your object.  Circle or underline them.


4. Use these chosen words to write a first draft of your poem.  Do not worry about the length of the poem or trying to rhyme.  What you need to do is describe it in detail.  The reader should be able to see it when he or she reads it.


5. Be sure to include personification at least once.  

Writing Space:
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
Examples of poems that use personification:
Highlight the words in the poem that provide an object with human a human quality.


I know what I see
The blue spruce outside my window
kneels for morning prayers.
Meanwhile, the oak across the street
scratches the back of the tired sky
and a small bush next door
embraces the innocent sparrow.
From “I Think I Shall Never See…”

By Jim Heynen


The morns are meeker than they were --

The nuts are getting brown --

The berry's cheek is plumper --

The Rose is out of town.

The Maple wears a gayer scarf --

The field a scarlet gown --

Lest I should be old fashioned

I'll put a trinket on.
#12 by Emily Dickinson
 Poem #7 – Using Similes and Sensory Observations
The Process:

1. Study the object in detail, using the sense of sight, touch, and smell.  


2. After observing your object for several minutes, brainstorm any words, thoughts, or phrases that come to mind.  Don’t stop to edit your words now.  Just list everything you can to describe the object in detail using your senses.


3. When you are done brainstorming, go through your list of words and decide which ones BEST describe your object.  Circle or underline them.


4. Use these chosen words to write a first draft of your poem.  Do not worry about the length of the poem or trying to rhyme.  


5. Be sure to include a simile at least once.  

Writing Space:
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________

Examples of poems that use similes:
Highlight the similes in the poems.

What happens to a dream deferred?

Does it dry up 
like a raisin in the sun? 
Or fester like a sore-- 
And then run? 
Does it stink like rotten meat? 
Or crust and sugar over-- 
like a syrupy sweet?

Maybe it just sags 
like a heavy load.

Or does it explode?


“A Dream Deferred”

By Langston hughes

The light shade of purple

Slowly fades into yellow.

The end of many petals

Looks like 100 hands reaching for you.

The glowing petals feel

As soft as a silk blanket.

The petals look as graceful as a ballerina

Spinning in a tutu.

The smell is as sweet and thick as a jar of honey.

This is my beautiful flower.

“My Flower”

By Sarah, Grade 7

Poem #8 – Using Onomatopoeia and Sensory Observations
The Process:

1. Cover or close your eyes to isolate the sense of sound.  Listen to the music.  Pay close attention to the sound you hear and what you “see” in your mind.  Recognize if the music makes you feel a certain way.    


2. After listening to the song, brainstorm any words, thoughts, or phrases that come to mind.  Don’t stop to edit your words now.  Just list everything you can to describe the song in detail using your hearing and internal sight.


3. We will repeat #1 and #2 three times.  When we are done brainstorming, choose one song.  Go through your list of words and decide which ones BEST describe the song.  Circle or underline them.


4. Use these chosen words to write a first draft of your poem.  Do not worry about the length of the poem or trying to rhyme.  


5. Be sure to include onomatopoeia at least once.  

Writing Space:
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
Examples of poems that use onomatopoeia:
Highlight the onomatopoeia in the poems.

Mickey on his boat,
Whistling to a tune,
Swing dancing in circles,
Underneath the moon,
Elephants playing trumpets,
Do-da-doo-do-do
Mickey tapping his foot,
Beating to the tune.

“Mickey Mouse”

By Morgan, Grade 7

Cats swing dance
In the middle of the alley,
As the trumpet screams
At the top of its lungs
Until it is red in the face.
Beep-beep-boo-bop-bop the music goes.
When it will stop,
Nobody knows.

“Swing Music”

By Kelly, Grade 7

Poem #9 – Using Metaphors and Sensory Observations
The Process:

1. Study the object or scene in detail, using the sense of sight, sound, smell, and touch.  Recognize if it makes you feel a certain way.  


2. After observing your object or scene for several minutes, brainstorm any words, thoughts, or phrases that come to mind.  Don’t stop to edit your words now.  Just list everything you can to describe the object or scene in detail using your senses.


3. When you are done brainstorming, go through your list of words and decide which ones BEST describe your object.  Circle or underline them.


4. Use these chosen words to write a first draft of your poem.  Do not worry about the length of the poem or trying to rhyme.  


5. Be sure to include a metaphor at least once.  

Writing Space:
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________

Examples of poems that use metaphors:
Highlight the metaphors in the poems.

The sky is an ocean, an endless boundless sea,
A stormy sea of white-capped waves.
The front is an endless line sweeping across the sky.
A low-flying plane is a seagull struggling against the wind.
The waves froth back and forth, rocking the boat that is me.
The thunder is the song of whales calling in the distance.
The lightning is a lighthouse calling me back.
The classroom is a harbor where I am safe from the waves.
The storm comes.

“The Sky is an Ocean”

By Alex, Grade 8

Hold fast to dreams
For if dreams die
Life is a broken-winged bird
That cannot fly.
Hold fast to dreams
For when dreams go
Life is a barren field
Frozen with snow.

“Dreams”

By Langston Hughes

Poem #10 – Free Verse
Free verse poems will have no set meter (the rhythm of the words), no rhyme scheme, or any particular structure. They usually tend to follow the rhythm of natural speech
Examples:

Harsh and cold




      Though the beginning was scary
autumn holds to it our naked trees:

      And the end is saddening
If only you would free, at least,

      The time in between will never be forgotten
the sparrows from the tips of your fingers 
      Roller coasters of ups and downs
and release a smile, a small smile 

      Brought us all together
from the imprisoned cry I see. 


      We might not get along
Sing! Can we sing




      But we will always be connected
as if we were light, hand in hand

      The end is approaching
sheltered in shade, under a strong sun?
      But the years will never be forgotten
                                                                            At Illing Middle School
“Distant Light”




      “Ominous Bells”
By Walid Khazindar



      By Haley, Grade 8


Writing Space:
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
Diamonte #1





Diamonte #2





It stands as a statue


Watching the movement around it.


It protects a small bird


That rests on its head.


When its friends, the leaves,


Abandon it for winter,


The wind is there for leisure.


It whistles a tune of joy.





“Tree”


By Julie, Grade 7








